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of Josephus's History of the Jews This had steel engravings,
and I had two favourites One was Joshua surrounded by
mailed Hebrew warriors and shaking an admonitory spear at
the sun, and the other was a room in Jerusalem during the
siege, and two emaciated mothers removing the hd from a
cooking-pot and revealing a nicely done baby

I was gifted with the most amazing memory, so that to
read a thing twice was to have it almost permanently by heart
I claim no credit for a gift of the existence of which I was for
long unaware, and I give an example only to show how
freakish it was The Bible and Bunyan I knew by heart in
all my favourite parts, and when my aunt entertained ladies
of her acquaintance she would have me brought downstairs
for exhibition On one such occasion I was asked the various
blessings that Jacob bestowed on his sons, and I gave them
so pat that I was presented with a threepenny piece In
fairness to myself I should say that I resented these cross-
examinations and hated being petted and fussed over, and
my only wish was to get back to my room, my book and my
toys, and my own way

The one book I wanted to read was Bunyan's Holy Wary
and because I once stole a look at it and saw its thrilling
pictures But for some reason or other it was considered
unsuitable for me and was kept in a locked bookcase, in the
lock of which, however, the key was always visible So I took
it when an occasion offered itself and kept it hidden in my
* bedroom It was only when 1 had it, too, almost by heart that
I panicked lest the removal should be discovered, so I thrust
it as far up the bedroom chimney as my small arm would go,
and there it doubtless is at this day

Of my aunt I do not remember much I know that shq
was short and dumpy and had no lap, and when she hoisted
me to her knees where I was surrounded by bkck beads and
bugles, it was only her arm that kept me from sliding to the
floor But I do remember her taking my part when I had
in some way especially exasperated my uncle, but never do I
recall from her a word of correction or reproof For what
jail or gallows I was heading I fear to think, but a tremendous
change was at hand

My uncle's money came from interests in the skin add
leather business, but an influx of Polish Jews had heavily
undercut the markets and his own fimft w$s in a bad financial